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WBSC Key Messages & Talking Points—22 July 2013 

WBSC – A New IF for Baseball and Softball – A Real Commitment 

 We listened and learned from the Olympic Family and understood the power of our working 
together as one. 

 The Congresses of the IBAF and ISF voted overwhelmingly to merge our federations into one IF. 
This is a real and meaningful commitment in the long-term interests of the development of 
baseball and softball worldwide. 

 In St Petersburg, we presented our formal request to the IOC Executive Board for recognition of 
the WBSC in accordance with the Olympic Charter and we expect to receive the final approval of 
the IOC Session in September.   
 

2 Disciplines – 1 Dream – New Economies for the IOC & OCOGs 

 Our new, innovative tournament format—with two 6-day tournaments running back to back in a 
single venue—easily convertible with no athlete overlap—brings new economic and logistical 
benefits to the IOC and OCOG in the organization of the Games. 
 

65 Million Players Strong – The Largest Sport Not in the Games 

 With 65 million active players around the world, baseball and softball rank as the largest sport 
not on the Olympic programme 
 

Full Gender Equity – Empowering Girls & Women in New Regions of the World 

 The WBSC brings the full power of gender equality to the Olympic programme and especially 
offers to the Olympic Movement a new opportunity for girls and women to come to sport and 
learn about the Olympic values. 
 

 Softball is ideal for young Muslim girls and women because it is a non-contact team sport that 
creates no conflict with their culture 
 
 

The Only Bat & Ball Sport in the Games 

 Unlike any other sport in the Olympic Games, the unique competitive qualities and 
characteristic of baseball & softball create a new category for the Games, showing the different 
styles of athletic excellence of men and women in a single sport. 
 

A Team Sport That Multiplies Olympic Dreams in Many Regions of the World 
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 For some countries in the world (e.g. South America, Asia) – especially some developing 
countries – baseball and softball would represent the best opportunity to qualify a team in the 
Olympic Games 

 As the sport continues its growth across Europe, Africa and the Middle East—adding to its 
traditional power bases in the Americas and Asia—it’s giving birth to new dreams of making 
national Olympic teams in new regions of the world. 

 In predominantly Muslim countries like Malaysia, Indonesia, Pakistan, Iran and Iraq, young 
Muslim women are playing softball because it is a non-contact team sport that creates no 
conflict with their culture 

 

A Vision to Give Every Boy & Girl a Chance to Play the Game 

 With the power of its pro partners and an aggressive growth plan establishing WBSC Academies 
in ten new countries in the next seven years, baseball and softball have an Olympic vision for 
giving every boy and girl in the world a chance to play the game through inclusion in the Games. 

 

Support of the Professional Leagues 

 We have the full support of Olympic participation from all the major professional leagues in the 
world including Australia, Chinese Taipei, Japan, Korea and the United States. 
 

Additional points: 

No Suspension of Pro Leagues Required 

 With our shortened, six-day Olympic baseball tournament, there’s no need to suspend the 
professional league calendar to ensure that the best players can participate.  The WBSC’s 
formula makes participation of the best available players possible without suspension. 

 

The Power of the Pros Adds Real Value 

 At the professional level, baseball and softball are a $20 billion business worldwide.  MLB in the 
US ranks first in the world among professional sport in tickets sales, selling more than 70 million 
tickets a year.  Japan ranks third, selling 21 million.  By comparison, the Premiere League of 
football sells less than 20 million tickets a year.   Baseball is broadcast into 200 countries and the 
audience is growing in key regions of the world. 

 

Consistent Milestones of Success Since the Sport Left the Olympic Games 

 Since being excluded from the Olympics, baseball and softball have implemented expansion 
plans and built a worldwide championship infrastructure that gives every player a chance to go 
as far as his or her talents will take them. Major innovations have included: 
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o The World Baseball Classic—in eight years has risen to the top tier of professional sports 
championships worldwide, drawing qualifying teams from 28 countries for its 2013 
edition, including Brazil and Spain for the first time.  Recognized as the WBSC’s World 
Championship, the 2013 WBC was won by the Dominican Republic. 

o Innovations in the world cup and world championship structure of baseball and softball 
have seen the implementation of new U12, U15, and U18  tournaments in baseball in 
2010 and a U16 world cup in softball that doubled in size, from 11 teams to 22 teams, 
from 2009 to 2011.  

o More than 140 academies for sport development, coaching clinics and team and league 
management seminars have been conducted in more than 50 countries by the WBSC 
and its pro partners in the last four years.  This reflects the steady expansion of NFs from 
113 to 125 in the past four years and the fact that there is now organized league play in 
more than 75 countries.  
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