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Lausanne, 22 July 2013 
 

To: National Federations  

 

Dear President and Secretary General: 

We have much to celebrate—and a lot more work to do. 

As you may know, our united Baseball/Softball campaign and balanced bid produced the desired result 

on May 28th when we made a decisive presentation to the IOC Executive Board in Saint Petersburg. 

Out of eight sports presenting that day, we were among the three selected—along with wrestling and 

squash—to deliver another round of presentations before the IOC’s Session in Buenos Aires on 

September 8th. 

The strength of our strategic communications to the EB Members, the force of our message and the 

quality of our films—which were produced by Major League Baseball in support of WBSC—led to our 

advancement. 

With your continuing support, we believe we will have a very good chance of putting baseball and 

softball in the strongest position possible for inclusion in the 2020 Games. 

Let us tell you about our presentation—and then about the ways in which you can help us in the 50+ 

days remaining in this campaign. 

In addition to the two of us, our presentation team was comprised of Antonio Castro of Cuba, from 

Baseball; Beng Choo Low of Malaysia, from Softball; Maria Soto, Venezuela’s greatest softball star; and 

Justin Huber, a professional baseball player from Australia who has played on three continents.   

Our presentation emphasized a vision and mission we believe our sport alone can achieve: 

Vision:     To give every boy and girl in the world a chance to play baseball & softball 

Mission:  To gain inclusion in the Olympic Games to inspire boys and girls everywhere to play 

our sport 

Among the major messages we delivered that help us make the shortlist were the following critical 

points: 

 The WBSC was formed in direct response to the IOC’s recommendation to combine baseball and 
softball into a single IF  

 With 65 million players globally, baseball-softball rank as the largest sport not on the Olympic 
programme 
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 Our sport, which would create a unique bat & ball category in the Games, delivers full gender 
equity by giving women and men a chance to play in the Games. 

 Softball, in particular, greatly enhances opportunities for women in Muslim countries to take up 
sport because it is a non-contact game that easily conforms to cultural and religious mores  

 Our new innovative Olympic format features two six-day tournaments running back-to-back in a 
single venue with eight teams each.  The men play in the first week, the women the second, so 
there’s very little overlap in the Olympic Village.  

We summarized the benefits of including baseball-softball in the Games with a simple statement: 

“We’re asking you for a place on the Olympic programme today, and we’re offering you a 

partnership with the resources to grow our sport into the next great global game.” 

These messages certainly seemed to resonate with the IOC Executive Board—and so we’ll be making 

some of the same points again when we present to the full membership in Buenos Aires on September 

8th. 

In this regard, you will find the list of IOC members attached. If you haven’t already done so, we highly 

recommend that the baseball and softball leadership in your country join forces to reach out to IOC 

members in your country to schedule a meeting in person as soon as possible and before the IOC 

Session in September. 

In addition to the messages contained in this letter, you should have already received a copy of our key 

messages document, which can be used confidentially in the preparation of any meeting. 

We would ask you to report back to one or both of us confidentially any feedback you may have 

received from your meetings or contacts. 

Of course, you should feel free to contact either of us if you have any questions prior to any meeting. 

In the meantime, we need you to continue to drive enthusiasm for our campaign at the grassroots level.  

Please reach out to all the baseball & softball organizations, leagues and teams in your country and get 

the players and their fans to support the campaign on playball2020.com and especially on Facebook and 

Twitter. 

We’re starting to build great social media momentum behind the campaign and we know the IOC is 

watching to see how excited our players and fan base really are about getting our sport in the Olympics. 

We’re enclosing a brief brochure that provides another update. 

 With the full support of our professional partners—the MLB in the US, the NPB in Japan, the pro 
leagues in Austalia, Mexico, south Korea, China and Taipei—the WBSC brings a remarkable set 

of resources to grow the game globally.  In fact, all together baseball and softball have organized

 more than 140 development projects in 54 countries over the last eight years. 
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Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Riccardo Fraccari     Don Porter 
Co-President      Co-President 
World Baseball Softball Confederation   World Baseball Softball Confederation 

 

 

  

Keep up the great work in support of the campaign and help us give every boy and girl in the world a 

chance to play the game we love. 
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